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REPLY BRIEF 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants respectfully submit this Reply Brief to 
the Examiner's Answer mailed March 18, 2004. 

In response to applicants' Brief On Appeal, the 
Examiner's Answer has now indicated that previously rejected 
claims 2-14 and 16-31 would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form so as not to be dependent on a rejected 
base claim and that claims 69-93 are allowed. In response 
thereto, applicants filed an Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. 1.116 
on March 26, 2004 to place this application in condition for 
allowance . 

Specifically, the amendment filed on March 26, 
2004 cancels rejected claim 1 and rewrites claims 2-14, 
16-31 and 68 so as not to be dependent on a rejected base 
claim. Thus, only claims indicated to be allowable and 
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allowed remain in the case. Applicants respectfully submit 
that the amendment can be properly considered and entered at 
this time since the claims were indicated to be allowable or 
allowed for the first time in the Examiner's Answer and no 
rejected claims remain in the case, thus rendering the 
issues on appeal moot. 

Accordingly, based on the above, the application 
is now in condition for allowance. However, if the examiner 
does not enter the amendment, applicants respectfully submit 
that the claims are allowable for the reasons set forth in 
their Brief On Appeal. With respect to the §102 rejections, 
the sole remaining rejections, applicants respectfully 
submit that the examiner has not made a prima facie showing 
that each and every element of claims 1 and 68 are disclosed 
in the cited references. 

Entry of the amendment is respectfully requested. 
In the alternative, reversal of the examiner's rejections is 
respectfully urged. 



Respectfully submitted, 
WILLIAM V. GOODHUE ET AL 




Theodore A. Breiner, Attorney 
Registration No. 32,103 
BREINER Ec BREINER, L.L.C. 
115 North Henry Street 
P.O. Box 19290 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-0290 
Telephone: (703) 684-6885 



